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or the Rey. Archie Graber, Protestant mis- 
ary in war-torn Bakwanga Province, Congo, 
ristmas was no time of feasting, decorated 
es, and merrymaking. 

nstead, he led the first United Nations trucks 
bring food into an area devastated by tribal 
rfare and a policy of “scorched earth.” 

t was a dangerous operation because of the 
@entment felt by African tribesmen for the 
WN. The trucks might have been captured by 
Mirring Balubas or Luluas and the men who 
Mpve them on what was an errand of signal 
rcy, imprisoned or killed. 

But Archie Graber, a Mennonite from the 
hited States, did not hesitate. Others might 
n k into Leopoldville to celebrate Christmas as 
mbt they may, but the star he followed led him 
; m the capital to the Bakwanga. The need 
: s great and he was the one man capable of 
Gting help started because he was equally 
sted by both the tribesmen and United Na- 
ns officials. 

i is faith and courage were justified. The 
cks went through without incident, and a 
inning was made of providing emergency 
tief measures in the Bakwanga. 

hose measures are most urgently needed. It 
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URCHES RUSH AID TO STARVING CONGO ‘TRIBES 


Cin. 


FAO officials have estimated that 2000 children 
are starving in Kasai province and that 200 are 
dying every day. Governments, the UN, and the 
churches are attempting to meet the needs. 
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In the host country, India, as well as in many 
other countries around the world, the pre-assembly 
study booklet “Jesus Christ the Light of the 
World” is being studied prior to the world assem- 
bly of the Council to be held in New Delhi in 
November. If you wish to start a study group 
in your church, ask your minister or write to the 
World Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, 
and send fifty cents for a copy of the study booklet. 
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is estimated by FAO officials that 20,000 chil- 
dren are starving in Kasai Province and that 
200 are dying every day. Before the UN trucks 
got through, one of Graber’s most horrifying 
tasks had been to bury many of those children. 
The FAO experts believe that one-third of them 
in the Province will starve to death during the 
next six months unless adequate food and medi- 
cines are forthcoming. 

The World Council has appealed to its mem- 
ber churches for one million dollars for a broad 
program of aid ranging from immediate material 
relief to the establishment of secondary school 
training. These funds are channeled through the 
Congo Protestant Relief Agency (CPRA). 
Church World Service of the National Council 
of Churches in the U.S.A. has undertaken to 
raise $500,000 of this sum from U.S. churches. 

But besides money, Christians have already 
sent goods or are giving their services and skills 
to the Congolese. German churches have sent, 
in response to the World Council’s appeal, 
nearly one thousand tents. These arrived just 
before Christmas. Five hundred were immedi- 
ately sent by air-lift direct to Bakwanga. 

Once the hunger problem has been conquered, 
the missionaries will be able to set about ex- 
tending hospitals and opening schools to give 
the Congolese the education they need and so 
greatly desire. 


a 


Lz2t 


Into All the World Together 


"Into All the World Together,” the int 
denominational mission study theme for I§ 
61, has stimulated interest in the ecumeni 
movement in churches across the nation. 

A series of workshops, inaugurated by t 
Ecumenical Committee of the Women’s Socia 
Reformed Church in Bronxville, N.Y. } 
“captured and sustained the interest of th 
participating.” 

Ninety-five enrolled in the first series T 
ginning in October 1960. The second seri 
starting January 1961, featured Dr. Charles ~ 
Forman, associate professor of missions, Y 
Divinity School, and Dr. Henry Smith Leip 
secretary of the Friends of the World C 
of Churches, Inc. The final workshop in 4 
series will be headed by Mrs. John B. Weir, w 
for more than forty years served as a Preshi 
terian missionary in India. 

The subject for the second series—“Dé 
Christianity have a Message for these Rey 
tionary Times?”—is being explored by wo 
shop members in an attempt to find 
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such questions as: 

Why do Christians feel compelled to 1 
other peoples the “Good News”? 

Should they feel so compelled? 

Do we have the right to proselytize? 

The Ecumenical Committee, formed in 194 
seeks to understand and work for the cooperatt 
movement and world-wide mission of + 
Church of Jesus Christ. Its name and functic 
are in line with the present thinking a 
practice of the Reformed and other churcl 
In its program of study and action, the Co. 
mittee has incorporated the work of the form 
Committee on Missions, and “endeavors ; 
make the best possible contribution to 1 
world-wide task of the Reformed Church.” 

In addition to the workshops, the Com7 
tee also undertakes special projects: study } 
benevolences; dissemination of  “Religi« 
News’; providing hostesses at the Inter-Chus 
Center in New York; and cooperating in ¢ 
servances such as the World Day of Prayer. | 

The members come from wide and var} 
religious backgrounds since the congregation} 
the Bronxville Reformed Church is comprit 
of people from sixty-four different denomii 
tions. 


THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


i] 

sr. Geoffrey F. Fisher, center, enjoys a joke at 
Se Central Committee of the World Council of 
Tnurches in Scotland last summer. He is flanked 
>) WCC general secretary Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, and 
ee. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central 
>mmittee. 
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SDNDON: Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, 56- 
War-old Archbishop of York, has been nomi- 
‘ited by Queen Elizabeth II to succeed Dr. 
Weoffrey Francis Fisher as Archbishop of 
fanterbury when he retires May 31. 

| Dr. Fisher, 73, said that one of the reasons 
e& was retiring in May was so that his successor 
‘hould have ample time in his new office before 
Me Third Assembly of the World Council of 
fHurches which will be held in New Delhi, 
Tidia, November 18-December 6. 

®) Like his predecessor, Dr. Ramsey has taken 
feat interest in the ecumenical movement and 
S&ended both the first and second assemblies 
% the World Council of Churches. He is the 
thor of a number of books on theology among 
/mich the most influential is “The Gospel and 
tie Catholic Church.” 


MURICH: An appeal for “foster parents” to 
‘dopt” youngsters in the famine-stricken, 
sease-ridden Congo has been made by the 
viss Protestant relief agency, “Hilfswerk.” The 
yster parents” will agree to contribute 10 
riss francs (U.S. $2.50) a month for at least 
O& months in an effort to cut the Congo's 
esent child mortality rate. 


SYDNEY: The National Conference of Aus- 
tralian Churches will establish an Ecumenical 
Institute to help bridge “the deep gulf which 
separates institutional church life from the 
daily life of men and women” and “restore the 
two-way traffic of real communication between 
the Church and the world.” 

An announcement said the Institute will 
conduct theological and sociological research, 
provide a meeting ground for persons of differ- 
ing church and vocational backgrounds and 
prepare laymen and ministers to train other 
Christians for more effective participation in 
community life. 


IONA: A 40-Ib. rough-hewn block of stone 
from the 15-century-old Iona Abbey in the 
Western Isles of Scotland has been shipped to 
Australia where it will be incorporated into the 
new St. Silas’ Church to be built at North 
Balwysn, later this year. The stone, which has 
three St. Andrews’ crosses carved along one edge, 
was sent as a good will gift to the new church 
from the Church of Scotland. 


AN APOLOGY AND A REQUEST 


We wish to extend an apology to 
readers west of the Rockies who re- 
ceived the November-December issue 
of the COURIER after January was well 


underway. 

And we request those of our read- 
ers who have moved recently to send 
us their change of address with both 
old and new addresses included. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, Room 439, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Betty 
Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. 
The Council unites 178 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 53 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES REJECT UNFAIR PRACTICES 


A consultation of delegates from eight mem- 
ber bodies of the World Council of Churches in 
the Union of South Africa has issued a statement 
saying they are “united in rejecting all unjust 
discrimination.” 

Delegates together with representatives from 
the World Council of Churches spent seven 
days in December discussing the Christian atti- 
tude towards race relations. Most of the 87 
participants adopted a statement at the close 
of the conference which confessed that widely 
divergent convictions had been voiced on the 
basic issue of apartheid (racial separation) but 
made specific recommendations. 

The statement adopted by eighty per cent of 
the conference appealed “to our churches and 
to all Christians” to consider “every point where 
they may unite their ministry on behalf of 
human beings in the spirit of equity.” 

The Nederduits Hervormde Kerk (the Dutch 
Reformed Church of Africa) put out a state- 
ment saying “the agreement that has been 
reached contains such far-reaching declarations 
that we cannot subscribe to it.” The Nederduitse 
Gereformeerde Kerke (the Dutch Reformed 
Churches) of the Cape and Transvaal affirmed 
their belief in a policy of “differentiation” but 
did not find the statement incompatible with 
their views. 


The statement recognized that all rac; 
groups should have an equal opportunity “ 
make their contribution towards the enrichme! 
of the life of their country and to share in | 
ensuing responsibilities, rewards, and privilegy 

“The Church has a duty to bear witness 
the hope which is in Christianity both to whk 
South Africans in their uncertainty and to ne 
white South Africans in their frustration,” ¢ 
statement declared. 

Specific points made in the statement - 
cluded the following: 

There is not sufficient consultation and cog 
munication between various racial grou 
More effective consultation is needed betwe 
the government and non-white leaders. 

There are no Scriptural grounds for the p 
hibition of mixed marriages. However, “1 
well-being of the community and pastoral 
sponsibility require that due considerati 
should be given to certain factors which 
make such marriages inadvisable.” 

No one who believes in Jesus Christ 1m 
be excluded from any church on the grounds# 
his color or race. 


(The complete findings of the Conference 4 
available from the New York office for $.15‘ 
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st German Government 
cks 1961 Kirchentag 


he East German Government has refused to 
mit any events of the 10th Kirchentag— 
mrman Evangelical Church Day (DEKT) 
gress—to be held in East Berlin. 
hile the Government suggested that East 
me churches hold a congress of their own in 
ne other East German city, it had been hoped 
inally that Kirchentag events could be held 
th sectors of Berlin, July 19-23. 
) The Government's decision was announced by 
ns Seigewasser, head of the State Secretariat 
@ Church Affairs, during a meeting with three 
Ht Zone bishops, according to the East German 
Séss service, ADN. 
jhe action came as a complete surprise to 
VEKT officials whose optimism for an all- 
man Kirchentag was nourished by the fact 
\t a state-operated porcelain factory at Meissen 
M§the East Zone had accepted an order for 
M§eral thousand badges to be worn by DEKT 
i. 


he Kirchentag movement was launcl bed: in 


e in religious and public affairs. Aste than 
),000 Protestants attended the closing cere- 
Bnies of the last rally at Munich in 1959. 
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Munger church leaders visit Geneva: Pastor J. 
Nitto, general secretary of the Evangelical Church 
-he Cameroun; Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, gen- 
il secretary of the World Council of Churches; 


Yical Church of New Caledonia and Iles Lyaute; 
«| Pastor Ralambomahay, president of the Evan- 
ical Church of Madagascar. 


PROGRESS IN UNITY 


Events during 1960 contributed to “a further 
relaxation of tensions and an improvement in 
communication between the churches in the 
major branches of Christianity” in the opinion 
of Dr. Roswell P. Barnes. 

The executive secretary of the New York 
Office of the World Council of Churches, Dr. 
Barnes, said that several outstanding events gave 
impetus to efforts to achieve better mutual 
understanding. These were: the establishment 
at the Vatican of a secretariat to deal with ques- 
tions of Christian union; the approval by the 
Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches of a statement on Christian witness, 
proselytism, and religious liberty; the visit of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury “to the leaders 
of the ancient Eastern churches, including the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, and to 
Pope John XXIII,” and “the bold and ingenious 
proposal” of the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 
that four U.S. churches combine to constitute 
a “Catholic and Reformed Church 

In his analysis Dr. Barnes said that “experi- 
enced and thoughtful leaders of the movement 
for Christian unity have known that tolerance 
and goodwill, though essential are not enough 
to achieve Christian unity.” 

“Many people of genuine but superficial good- 
will have sought to play down differences or 
even act as if they did not exist, intending 
thereby to reduce tensions,’ he said. “This 
tendency has often led to religious indifferentism 
which undermines all high religion.” 

“It is conducive to skepticism, discounting 
the essentiality of truth and loyalty to it. In 
effect it assumes that it makes little difference 
what a man believes so long as he is sincere 
and a good fellow,’ Dr. Barnes commented. 

“The bold and ingenious proposal of the Rev. 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the US.A.,, 
supported by Bishop James A. Pike of the 
Protestant Episcopal Diocese of California that 
four churches in the United States combine to 
constitute a Catholic and Reformed Church 
precipitated an earnest consideration of a 
significant step toward unity among leading 
American churches.” 
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North American Youth 
Conference Planned 


More than 2,000 
young people from 
Canada and the 
United States will 
attend the North 
American Ecu- 
menical Youth 
Assembly at the 
University of 
Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Aug. 16- 
23. Young Chris- 
tian leaders from 
forty different 
communions will 
come together to 
discuss what it 
means to be “en- 
trusted with the message of reconciliation.” 


NORTH 
AMERICAN 
ECUMENICAL 
YOUTH 
ASSEMBLY 


The Conference is under the sponsorship of 
the United Christian Youth Movement (affili- 
ated with the National Council of Churches) , 
the Canadian Council of Churches, the World 
Council of Churches, and the World Council of 
Christian Education. 

Two hundred delegates will be from overseas. 
The purpose of the big regional ecumenical 
youth assembly is study and encounter (see 
August 1960 Courter for account of the Euro- 
pean Ecumenical Youth Assembly at Lausanne). 
Delegates will be nominated by their national 
denominational youth bodies, fourteen of which 
will meet within the context of the assembly. 

Speakers include U Kyaw Than of Burma, 
associate secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conference, who will speak on “The Mission of 
the Church.” 


If you want to receive the 1961 Pente- 
cost packet with poster, sample bul- 
letin cover, and ministers’ helps, send 


fifty cents to the New York office. The 
theme is ‘Jesus Christ the Light of the 
World”. 
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1961 ecumer 


underway for 
work camps. North American young people ~ 
are interested should write to Ecumenical Vo 
tary Service, 475 Riverside Dr., New York 27, If 


Recruitment is 


ECUMENICAL ESSAY CONTEST’ 
OPEN TO YOUNGER MINISTERS 


“What does it mean for the local congreg 
to say: I believe in the Holy Catholic Chured 
This is the theme of the third ecumenical fj 
essay contest. Sponsored by the World Cov 
of Churches, the competition is open t@ 
ordained ministers under forty years of ag@ 
December 31, 1961, the date by which eng 
must be postmarked. 

Purpose of the competition is to encoug 
young clergy and ministers in the study of si 
of the central Biblical and theological ist 
under current ecumenical discussion and to mi 
available the best results of their work. 

“Immediate experience in the parish or 4 
sionary field provides an opportunity for a f 
understanding of the relevance of Biblical t 
needed to make such a discussion complete 
leaflet announcing the contest states. 

First prize in the contest is 1000 Swiss fr 
($230). Essayists are asked to describe 
Biblical and theological basis for preaching/f 
teaching in a local church regarding the relat 
ship of that congregation to the Una $ 
which we confess in the creeds.” | 

Details as to length, preparation of mb 
script, and judges are available in a leaflett 
tainable on request from the New York a 
of the World Council of Churches, Room }f 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N.Y. 


